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By DA VID HALL . 

HE last season was disastrous. Bad storms just before Christmas 
seriously damaged roads and bridges in mountain areas, besides 
plastering higher levels with an extra coating of snow. The 

weather remained turbulent through much of January. The badly 
shaken Hooker bridge buckled in the middle and could not be crossed 
by motors, though pedestrians did still use it ; this and the damage to 
the road meant that everyone going up the Tasman walked the twelve 
miles to the Ball Hut instead of driving there. 

The extra snow masked crevasses into which a number fell ; two 
major accidents, one fatal, were attributable to this hazard. Not a 
great deal of high climbing was accomplished and little of this before 
February. 

The rebuilding of the burned down Hermitage was completed in 
June ; there is less accommodation than previously but, of course, it is 
more modern. 

Among the central summits of the Southern Alps, Glacier Peak 
ranked as the most popular (or the most accessible) with five ascents, 
Haidinger next with four, Lendenfeldt and La Perouse two each. The 
high peak of Cook was climbed twice, the middle and low peaks each 
once. Haast, Elie de Beaumont and Malte Brun were climbed once. 
Further south, Aspiring was climbed three times, and in Canterbury, 
Jagged, Moffat, McClure and D'Archiac were each climbed once . 

. In January a party climbing as two ropes (G. E. Hasell and A. R. 
Page ; I. R. Seddon and R. Tornquist) made a new route on La 
Perouse from the Hooker. In February from the Haast Hut, in 
excellent conditions but worsening weather, B. H. Williams and 
D. J. Heraud climbed the East ridge of Cook (a fourth ascent) and 
descended from the high peak by the Linda glacier in the remarkable 
time of 15 hours. 

Further south some climbers found new things to do in January. A 
party climbed most of the South-west ridge of Aspiring before making 
over to the North-west ridge, a variant of the previous couloir finish. 
In the Dart- Rees area another party made a probable first ascent of the 
Humboldt Tower and also conquered the unclimbed, unnamed peak 
(c. 8 ,ooo ft.) east of Headlong. An energetic party, which had crossed 
the Arawhata saddle to reach, eventually, Mystery col in the never
never country to the west of the Matukituki, failed in a mettlesome 
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attempt on the unclimbed west flank of l\1aori, but collected a virgin 
summit immediately to the south. An Auckland University party in 
the D.arrans had some success, including two new peaks. 

Two Main Divide saddles were crossed for the first time : Malcolm 
col in December from the Lyell to the Lord, and in January Stevtart 
saddle from the Godley to the Wataroa. In January }. D. Pascoe's 
party, following toilsomely in the footsteps of Charlie Douglas, went 
up the Maitahi valley and climbed. Crystal peak, Doubtful and Strachan. 
A Canterbury Museum party explored the region between Nancy 
Sou!ld and Thompson Sound in spite of dismal \Veather. 

The Antarctic mountains again received a good deal of. attention. 
Some distinguished persons were sacrificing themselves on the altars of 
scientific knowledge ; Sir Edmund Hillary and Murray Ellis in th~ 
support party which tractored to the Pole, George Lowe in the longer 
crossing, with Fuchs, from the W eddell Sea. But others were rather 
better plaGed to combine fact-gathering sorties with the less moral 
satisfactions of mountaineering. ·some members of the , New Z-ealand 
Antarctic party which wintered at Scott Base (B. Gunn, G. Warren, 
M. H. Douglas and F. R. Brooke) made several interesting climbs in the 
course of extensive dog-team explorations. The most important of 
these was the ascent in January of Mt. Huggins ( 12,870 ft.) by Gunn 
and Brooke, a climb pressed home in spite of Brooke's fracture of a 
crampon. In January also J. H. Miller and G. W. Marsh explored and 
climbed in the Queen Alexandra mountains. Another pair, H. Carlyon 
and H. H. Ayres, had in December climbed several peaks in the 
Britannia Range, including Mt. Longhurst (9,200 ft.) and Mt. Render
son (9,120 ft.). Both Ayres and Douglas were Hermitage guides. 

The Geological Survey party, led by Dr. H. J. Harrington, spent the 
summer working in the Cape Hallett area in Victoria Land. Six of the 
eight members of this party were experienced climbers, and in January 
some of them climbed Mt. Shadow and Midnight (c. 8,soo ft.), which 
gave them tantalising glimpses of higher peaks of impressive form 
further inland. 

It is a pity that the New Zealand Alpine Club party which had been 
planning a visit to Antarctica in the 1958- 9 summer has had to cancel 
its plans. 
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